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Preface

Parma Manufacturers’ Association is pleased to offer this study 
whose purpose is to provide an up-to-date source of information 
for public and private institutions and organizations specifically 
interested in issues and questions related to industrial development 
in our province.

More specifically, the aim of “Parma e le sue imprese” (Parma and 
its Enterprises) is to provide an overview of industrial activity in our 
province, focusing  on  the  wide  variety  of  manufacturing and  
service sectors and the specialized activity thereof.

In fact, even if the core of Parma’s manufacturing tradition is to 
be found in the production and processing of agricultural products 
–Parma ham and parmesan cheese that have made it known around 
the world are good examples of this – there are many other sectors, 
some connected to this core activity and others not, which have 
contributed to make our productive capacity one of the most 
important in Italy today, fully capable of meeting the needs of our 
modern world and an increasingly globally-oriented future.

Special thanks go to the Studies and Research Department for their 
tireless efforts in the preparation of this study.

Annalisa Sassi
President of
Parma Manufacturers’ Association
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The Province of Parma
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Historical Background

T
he province of Parma is located in the western 
part of the region of Emilia-Romagna, halfway 
between Milan and Bologna and separated 

from the Liguria and Tuscany regions by an extensive 
mountain range.

Its total surface area is 3,449 km2.

Within the Emilia-Romagna region as a whole, the 
province of Parma has the highest percentage of terrain 
classified as mountainous (43.5%) and the lowest 
percentage of terrain classified as plain (25%).

The climate of the province is typically continental 
with long, severe winters, hot summers and short 
springs and autumns. The rainfall is usually good.

The area around  Parma is characterized predominantly 
by scattered farms and its small  towns  and  villages  
provide  nuclei  of  commercial,  artisan  and  full-
fledged industrial activity. It is here that the economic 
history of the Parma area can be found. Parma, whose 
name comes from the round shield used by the infantry 
of ancient Rome, first began to be mentioned when, 
after having defeated Hannibal and sent the Gauls 
back over the Alps, a  few thousand Romans settled 
at the point where the Parma and Baganza rivers 
joined. Here they began planting wheat, barley and 
millet and raising sheep and pigs. D uring the Middle 
Ages the efforts of a number of religious orders 
reclaimed vast tracts of swampland in the Parma plain.  
Water canalization and irrigation further enhanced the 
fertility of the soil.

Following  war  and  destruction  at  the  hands  of 
the Huns,  Goths and  Lombards, Parma’s rebirth 
began with its entry into the Carolingian empire. After a 
succession of bishops and counts, around the year 1100, 
this city located on the Via Emilia (one of the major 
communication routes built by the ancient Romans) 
and a flourishing center of artisanship, began to take 
on such an important commercial role that its guilds 
of merchants and craftsmen were able to establish 
and govern Parma as a “Free Comune” or city-state.

The middle classes tied to mercantile and artisan 
activity acquired increasing importance and awareness 
of their role. They set up associations organized by 
trade, took on governing power and began freeing 

themselves from the control of both the Church and the 
secular powers.

This marked the start of that extraordinary process of 
development which through the centuries and following 
numerous vicissitudes, has led to what we today call 
globalization and hegemony of the market and its laws.

Significant monuments were erected in the centuries 
immediately following the year 1000 (the Baptistery, 
the Cathedral, the sculptures by Antelami in the city, 
Romanesque buildings along the Via Emilia and 
Via Romea leading to the Tyrrhenian Sea). Later, the 
accumulation of agricultural wealth among religious 
orders and enlightened feudal families made it 
possible to commission the work of Renaissance 
artists, thus enriching the city with many works of 
art (the 16th century school of painting of Correggio 
and Parmigianino, the Lendinara school of cabinet-
making and marquetry, the construction of  mansions,  
palaces  and  churches,  particularly  the  church  of  
the  Steccata,  by architects such as Zaccagni are all 
good examples of this).

Parma - Cathedral and Baptistery
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Historical Background

Colorno - Ducal Palace

The rise of the Farnese family saw a consolidation 
of state power bringing about a more unified control 
of public works and of the economy. This relegated 
s o m e  major feudal families such as the Pallavicino, 
Rossi, Terzi, Torelli, Sanvitale, Soragna, Landi and others 
who previously had made major contributions to the 
history of the region, in the background. 

A number of major landmarks bear witness to Parma’s 
role as the capital of the Duchy – the “Zecca” (formerly 
the Ducal Mint, today the “Casa della Musica” arts 
center), the “Pilotta” palace, the “Cittadella” (fortress), 
the “Old Hospital” and the ducal residence in Sala 
Baganza. This can also be seen in the “Collegio dei 
Nobili” which, together with the University, acted as an 
international study center for the education of a ruling 
class in the courts and states of Europe. The Duchy died 
out in the first decade of the 1700s and was given over 
to the Bourbons with the support of the king of France.

The Duchy’s Francophile politics gave rise to the 
magnificent century of the 1700s characterized by 
industriousness, state control and far-reaching 
economic policies (Du Tillot, the summer palace 
at Colorno, expansion of libraries, glassworks, 
paper mills, weaving mills, printing with Bodoni, the 
Gazzetta newspaper, furniture makers, lacquerers, 
leatherworkers, etc.).

Parma - The Teatro Regio

Parma - Palazzo Soragna, 
seat of Parma Manufacturers’ Association

Torrechiara - The Castle
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Historical Background

Colorno - Ducal Palace

During his Italian campaign, Napoleon took control of 
the Duchy and entrusted its governing to Moreau de 
Saint Mery. Following Waterloo, the Congress of Vienna 
handed it over to Napoleon’s first ex-wife, Maria Luigia 
of Austria.

It was under Maria Luigia during the first half of the 19th 
century that ties were forged with Vienna and a number 
of major public works projects were undertaken, such 
as the construction of the Taro Bridge, the restoration 
of the Cisa highway and a number of public buildings, 
including the Teatro Regio.

New technologies began to appear in the area, 
benefiting its economic activities, such as the use of 
steam engines and medicinal exploitation of thermal 
spa waters, for example in Salsomaggiore. In addition, 
Duchess Maria Luigia was a generous patron of the 
arts: she supported the Conservatory of Music, the 
violinist Paganini and the debut of Verdi; the Fine Arts 
Academy, Toschi and art competitions, literary circles 
and associations, and so on.

The period ranging from the second half of the 19th 
century through the early years of the 20th century 
saw the consolidation and development of what would 
become the main features of Parma’s present-day 
economy. During this period, tomato cultivation became 
widespread and it was in Parma that the very first, 
rudimentary machines for the production of tomato 
purée were developed.

The mechanical industry sector saw diversification into 
highly-skilled automotive activity (such as the Parma-

Poggio race), production of Parma hams was expanded 
to meet the demand of  the  Milanese  market  and,  with  
the  area’s  historic  artisan base as  a  springboard, 
industrial activity in such areas as glassworks, 
perfumes, pasta production, printing, leather-working 
(and others) developed as well.
Our brief historical summary has now brought us to 
the present day. Today, commercial activity in the 
province of Parma – not by accident known as Italy’s 
“Food Valley” – is indissolubly tied to the flourishing 
agro-alimentary sector as attested to by the fact that 
its gross industrial output is largely tied to food-
related industry, food technologies and packaging of 
food products. Parma today is consistently in the top 
positions of national classifications in terms of income, 
quality of life and employment.

In 2015 Parma has been officially proclaimed by 
UNESCO “Creative City for gastronomy”, a great 
acknowledgement that strengthens the international 
vocation of Parma and can lead the way to important 
developments for its economy.

Through its cultural and productive heritage enriched 
over centuries, ever-present ties to its past and 
unshakable confidence in the future, Parma has 
succeeded in building a solid, lively economy and a high 
standard of living.
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Statistical Summary

Surface area 3,449 Km2

Population (2019) 453,930 

Provincial capital 198,292 

Employed (2019) 204,000 u.

Unemployed (2019)  10,000 u.

Activity rate 72,4 %

Unemployment rate 4,9 %

Employment by sector: 

– agriculture (2,7%) 6,000 u.

– industry (36,9%) 75,000 u.

– other (60,4%) 123,000 u.

Provincial gross income (Added Value) (2017) 15.062 mil. euros

– agriculture 2 %

– industry 34 %

– other 64 %

Per capita V.A. (2018) 33,700 euros

– Ranking in the national classification: 6th Place
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Agriculture

9

F
rom the data of the last census just  
over  8,980  farms  were  active, for a total 
of  127,000  hectares under cultivation.

Gross saleable production totaled about 540 million 
euros.

Main products: sugar beet, tomato, common wheat, 
barley, durum wheat, corn, onions, wine grapes.

Livestock  and  animal  products: livestock 
(150,000  cattle, 112,000  pigs) and milk
(approximately 5,800,000 quintals).
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Tertiary Sector

T
he business and commercial sector involves 
about 28,000 employees; the transport and 
communications sector has particular 

importance with its 10,000 employees, a reflection 
of Parma’s convenient location at the center of a 
number of major communications lines. Banks and 
insurance companies also occupy an important 
position; with their 5,300 employees, they are ranked 
no.3 in Emilia-Romagna by number of inhabitants.

Public Administration and other services employ 
over 40,000. The following have a particular 
importance in the tertiary sector:

- Thermal spas, among the most important in 
   Italy (Salsomaggiore, Monticelli, Sant’Andrea);

- The University with 24,000 students;

- The Conservatory of Music, the Academy of 
   Fine Arts;

- EFSA (the European Food Safety Agency);

- Stazione Sperimentale per l’Industria delle 
   Conserve Alimentari (Food Preservation
   Industry Research Centre);

- CEPIM (Aemilian Padan Entreport);

-The Airport;

- Fiere di Parma Spa (Parma Exhibition Centre - 
   fourth in Italy by size);

- Collegio Europeo (European College);

- Scuola per l’Europa (European School);

- ALMA (International Italian cooking school).
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Industry and
handicrafts in Parma
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Industry and Handicrafts in Parma

E12

I
ndustrial activity in Parma is strongly oriented 
towards the agro-alimentary sector and, in 
addition to large-scale pasta and baked 

goods and milk and dairy manufacturers that 
are world leaders in their sectors, there are over 150 
medium- and small-scale companies that produce 
millions of Parma hams each year, as well as an 
equal number of dairies that make over a million 
wheels of Parmigiano-Reggiano (Parmesan) 
cheese. 

Local agro-processing companies also play an 
important role in tomato processing, in the 
processing and sale of preserved fish and 
mushrooms from Borgotaro; some of the most 
highly-esteemed “porcini” mushrooms in the world.

Also worth noting is the significant presence of 
businesses  in the sectors of  sugar  production, 
bottled mineral water  (springs with bottling 
facilities), and olive oils.

Together, these enterprises account for
more than 42% of the province’s entire industrial
sales, without sacrificing on the high quality of their 
products.

The leading role of Parma also extends to the 
production of food machinery, packaging and 
preservation machines and equipment. 

Food preservation has also been a springboard for 
the glassworks industry, which in Parma includes 
world-leading manufacturing groups and plants.
Quality industrial output from the Parma area 
involves also those sectors linked to personal 
care and well-being, such as pharmaceuticals 
and perfumery, clothing, footwear and home 
furnishings and, in the more recent years, two 
highly technological sectors have been on the rise: 
biomedical products and ICT.
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Industry and Handicrafts in Parma

* MEF - Department of Economics and Finance: Turnover 2019 UPI estimated by Unione Parmense degli Industriali based on VAT declarations in 2018

** Source of the employees and L.U. data: Province of Parma Statistics’ Office.

Main Sectors
2019 Turnover 

in Million Euros 
(estimate)*

2019 Export in 
Million Euros

Employees in 
2017**

Food 7.550 1.680 14.300

General Mechanics 3.200 1.347 12.300

Food Processing Equipment 2.700 1.387 9.600

Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals 1.750 1.548 3.600

Mineral and Glass Working 600 366 2.600

Rubber and Plastics 700 185 2.000

Clothing 500 333 2.500

Woodworking and Furniture 200 66 1.200

Paper and Printing 350 22 1.300

Other 150 114 800

Construction 2.200 0 12.100

TOTAL INDUSTRY & HANDICRAFTS 19.900 7.047 62.300

Official turnover in 2018: 19.729 Mil. Euros

TURNOVER in 2019
Industry and handicrafts
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Industry and Handicrafts in Parma

Barilla G. and R. F.lli Spa
(pasta and baked goods)

Bormioli Luigi SpA
(glass)

C.F.T. Spa
(food processing equipment)

Casappa Spa
(hydraulic components)

Chiesi Farmaceutici Spa
(pharmaceuticals)

Davines Spa
(cosmetics) 

Glaxosmithkline
(pharmaceuticals)

Pizzarotti & C. Spa
(construction)

SICIM Spa
(construction)

Bonatti Spa
(construction)

Bormioli Pharma Spa
(plastic)

Raffaele Caruso Spa
(clothing)

Cerve Spa
(glass)

Cris Confezioni Spa (PINKO)
(clothing)

Dallara
(automotive)

Gea Procomac Spa
(food processing equipment)

Parmalat SpA
(milk and milk products)

Sidel Spa
(food and beverages processing equipment)

Major industrial companies (number of employees on a provincial base)

EXPORT IN 2019
Industry and handicrafts
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Industry and Handicrafts in Parma

France 1.053

United Kingdom 568

Spain 349

Poland 211

Austria 186

Germany  935

USA 557

China 264

Switzerland 200

Belgium 165

Export 2019: 7.047 million euros

 Main export countries:  (million euros) (million euros)

EXPORT BY GEOGRAPHIC AREAS IN 2019
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Industry and Handicrafts in Parma

UPI’s elaboration based on ASIA data 2017 

As a whole, the 178 companies with over 50 employees  employ 26,000 people, amounting to 43% of the total 
workforce in Parma employed in industrial and handicraft manufacturing and construction. The remainder 
(approximately 35,000 employees) work in 9,000 of small and very small firms.

STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR COMPANIES WITH MORE THAN 50 EMPLOYEES

(YEAR 2017)

Sector
50

249
250
500

501
1000

Beyond 
1000

N. of 
Companies

Clothing/Textiles/Footwear 9 - 1 - 10

Food 41 4 1 2 48

Paper/Paper products 5 - - - 5

Chemicals/Pharmaceuticals 8 2 2 1 13

Construction 9 1 2 - 12

Rubber/Plastics 10 - - - 10

Food Processing Equip. 27 3 1 1 32

Wood -  - - - -

Building Materials 3 - - - 3

General Mechanics 37 1 1 - 39

Glass 3 - 1 1 5

Other 1 - - - 1

TOTAL 153 11 9 5 178
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Industry
Sectors 
in Parma

FOOD INDUSTRY

• Pasta, baked goods, cakes, sugar,
prepared and frozen foods

• Dairy products, milk 
• Preserved meats and butchering
• Preserved fruits and vegetables
• Flour milling
• Beverages: mineral water, soft

drinks, wines and liqueurs
• Other food sectors

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 
   

• General Mechanics
• Food Processing Equipment
• Automotive

CHEMICALS, PHARMACEUTICALS,
COSMETICS AND PETROLEUM

NON-METALLIC MINERALS AND
GLASS WORKING

RUBBER AND PLASTICS

TEXTILES, CLOTHING AND 
FOOTWEAR

WOODWORKING AND FURNITURE

PAPER AND PAPER PRODUCTS

PRINTING AND PUBLISHING

CONSTRUCTION
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FOOD INDUSTRY

Turnover in 2019: 7,550 mil. euros  (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 7,343 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 14,300

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 252
no. of employees:  11,700

Export in 2019: 1,680 mil. euros

Main Countries: France
 Germany
 United States
 United Kingdom
 Spain 
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FOOD INDUSTRY

T
he industrial activity in the province of Parma 
is well-known for its strong commitment 
to the food  sector, offering a wide variety 

of products both in the areas of first- and second-
stage processing, all of which features a noteworthy 
specialization in production techniques and high-
quality finished products.

The food industry is the most important in the 
province of Parma in terms of turnover and number 
of employees and in terms of exports. Taken 
overall, food production has also a significant impact 
on output and income on the national level.

The “Parma Alimentare” consortium is active in 
promoting this sector both within Italy and abroad 
because of the significant number of well-known 
“typical” and “designation of origin” products this 
sector both produces and exports. Several firms join 
new and innovative products and strategies such as 
shops abroad with a long tradition.

This sector has grown in recent years by virtue 
of significant investment in research and new 
technologies and careful attention to safety 
and quality, two cornerstone concerns to food 
production in the province. Coherent with this 
context is also the establishment in Parma of the  
EFSA, the European agency tasked with identifying 
and evaluating potential risk within the food chain, 
from production to consumers.

TURNOVER - FOOD INDUSTRY
Breakdown - 2019 estimate
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FOOD INDUSTRY

Turnover in 2019: 3,400 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 3,264 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 4,400

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 42
no. of employees: 3,700

Export in 2019: 715 mil. euros

Main Countries: Germany
 France
 United Kingdom
 Switzerland
 Spain

• Pasta, baked goods, cakes, 
sugar, prepared and frozen 
foods
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FOOD INDUSTRY

T he first Italian pasta manufacturers were 
founded in Parma during the second half 
of the 19th century.

The year 1870 saw the founding of the Pastificio 
Braibanti, which saw the birth of an industry spe-
cializing in pasta-making equipment.

Barilla was founded in 1877, and started as a sim-
ple store-front with on-premise facilities for the 
production of bread and fresh pasta. Later, in 1910, 
Riccardo Barilla oversaw the construction of a plant 
for mass pasta production.

This marked the beginning of the growth for this 
sector, first as producers of pasta and then, from 
the late 1960s onwards, this grew to include bread-
sticks, melba toast and later pizza and other baked 
goods.

The age-old integration in the province of Parma 
between agricultural activity and the food industry 
can also be seen in the sugar sector. The first, high-
capacity sugar refinery capable of processing 4,500 
quintals of sugar beets per day, was built in Parma 
in 1898.

Barilla, a market leader in the pasta, bakery and 
snack sectors, is based  in Parma, which boasts the 

largest pasta-making plant in the world that has an 
output capacity of up to approx. 1,000 tons/day and a 
mill with an output capacity of 900 tons per day, the 
biggest in Europe.

With the change in the pace of life and work hab-
its, Italians have begun to change their eating hab-
its, with an ever-increasing presence of prepared, 
frozen and ready-to-serve products in their daily 
diet. Of course, industries in Parma have kept abreast 
of this change and there are a number of companies 
that specialize in the production of these foods. The 
production of ready-to-eat foods a l s o  i n v o l v e s 
restaurants and hotels and some medium- sized in-
dustries operating in this field in our territory; one of 
them also produces sandwiches and snacks for 
vending machines.

• Pasta, baked goods, cakes, sugar, prepared and frozen foods
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FOOD INDUSTRY

• Dairy products, milk 

Turnover in 2019: 550 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018 : 549 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 2,000

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies:  30
no. of employees: 1,700

Export in 2019: 267 mil. euros

Main Countries: United States
 France
 Canada
 Spain
 Netherlands
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FOOD INDUSTRY

T he production of the “Parmigiano” cheese 
is an ancient tradition, historical proof 
of which dates back to the time of the 

Etruscans and the Romans. But the most famous 
tribute to it is from the Middle Ages in Boccaccio’s 
Decameron. The use of this product also appears 
widely in treatises on cooking from the 15th and 
16th centuries, as well as in the diaries of writers, 
diplomats and travelers from the 17th to the 19th 
centuries which came to know and appreciate this 
cheese during their time in Italy.

The quality of Parmigiano cheese is not only the 
result of the way it is produced and aged, but it is 
also due to the geological characteristics of the 
terrain, the area’s climate, the rich fodder and 
special livestock- raising techniques. In fact, the 
area in which this cheese is made has remained 
unaltered over time, its boundaries carved out by 
natural rivers and mountain ranges; the methods 
used in its production, are likewise unchanged, 
guaranteeing the consistently high quality of this 
cheese.

Further guarantee has also been provided since 
the early decades of the 1900s by the Consorzio 
del Parmigiano Reggiano (Parmigiano-Reggiano 

Cheese Consortium), monitoring the product during 
the extended process that takes it from its zone of 
origin to consumption both in Italy and abroad to 
safeguard its authenticity and promote its sales 
and export the product’s.

There are 144 active dairies in the province of Parma 
that produce approximately 1.296.615  wheels of the 
renowned “Parmigiano-Reggiano – DOP” cheese 
(2019).

The milk and milk products sector is represented 
almost entirely by Parmalat (LACTALIS GROUP), the 
number one producer in the world of long-life milk 
and one of the most important for bulk, pasteurized, 
condensed and powdered milk (22% of the national 
market) as well as milk products such as  desserts 
and yogurt (4% of the national market) while not 
forgetting that the same company is also a leading 
manufacturer of a number of other food products, 
such as fruit juices and nectars (11% of the national 
market).

• Dairy products, milk 
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FOOD INDUSTRY

Turnover in 2019: 2,250 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 2,237 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 4,900

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 136
no. of employees: 3,900

Export in 2019: 370 mil. euros

Main Countries: France 
 Germany 
 United States
 United Kingdom
 Belgium
 

• Preserved meats and 
butchering



2525

FOOD INDUSTRY

O f the many cured meat producers in 
Parma, most are involved in the making of 
its renowned “prosciutto di Parma” (Parma 

ham), as well as other types of cured meats. In a 
certain sense, Parma ham is a derivative of the 
Parmigiano cheese because the whey, a byproduct 
of its manufacture, is a basic component of pig feed.

The origins of ham production are unclear. Some 
sources state that methods for ham preservation, 
similar to those used today, were already in use 
in the early 15th century. However, we do have at 
least some undisputed historical evidence in Maria 
Luigia’s pleas to the area’s farmers to strive to 
produce “ever-less-salty” hams.

The first attempts and experiences in mass-curing 
date from the end of the 1800s with the introduction 
of cold storage cells for better handling and drying 
of butchered and cured meats.

In the period following the First World War, there 
was a noteworthy development in meat curing 
thanks to the efforts of a dozen or so companies 
which, nonetheless, retained their artisan character 
until after the Second World War.

Today, there are just over 250 cured meat produc-
ers in the province, 140 of which are dedicated to the 
making of prosciutto and in particular the desig-
nated typical product “Prosciutto di Parma - DOP” 
(8,9 million hams in 2019).

In addition to the typical ham, other traditional 
cured meats such as “Culatello di Zibello – DOP”, 
“Salame di Felino- IGP”, “Coppa di Parma-IGP”, 
“Spalla di S.Secondo” and delicatessen meats in 
general are produced.

In recent decades, the cooked ham market has de-
veloped significantly and now cooked ham is the 
most commonly consumed type of delicatessen 
meat in Italy. The more traditional cured meats have 
been accompanied, especially in recent years, by 
other meat-based products, be they diet variants, in-
novative packages or regional specialties, as well as 
ready-to-eat meats, such as roasts.
White meat-based products (such as chicken and 
turkey) are also present.

• Preserved meats and butchering
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FOOD INDUSTRY

Turnover in 2019: 600 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 574 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 1,500

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 15
no. of employees: 1,450

Export in 2019: 213 mil. euros

Main Countries: Germany
 France
 Austria
 Australia
 United Kingdom

• Preserved fruits and 
vegetables
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FOOD INDUSTRY

• Preserved fruits and vegetables

M aria Luigia (1814-1847) introduced 
tomato cultivation in Parma. Her two 
personal cooks (Jean-Gabriel Leblanc 

and, later, Vincenzo Agnoletti) held this vegetable 
in great regard. From the time of the Duchess 
onwards, tomatoes feature prominently among the 
local crops (also thanks to the work carried out by 
Rognoni, Bizzozzero and Solari) and the industry 
in Parma

Tomato processing and the production of tomato 
purée in the Parma area can be traced back to around 
1870; it initially involved small-scale facilities run 
by the farmers themselves  who  made  use  of  only  
rudimentary  equipment  consisting  of  a  double- 
bottomed copper cauldron placed over the fire.

The introduction in the early 1900s of “boules”, 
cauldrons that allowed the tomato purée to be 
concentrated in a vacuum, gave rise to the possibility 
of industrial production.

A number of family dynasties were involved in 
the transfer of agricultural capital to the canning 
industry and some of these are still active in the 
Parma area to this day.

In 1904 there were 36 firms involved in the production 
of tomato purée, rising in 1930 to 77 firms with 87 
factories. From the post-war period onwards, 
the number of companies has diminished, but 
overall output capacity has grown.

In the 1980s, the use of new and more practical 
cardboard (tetrapak) containers made it possible 
for a Parma-based firm, Parmalat, to become the 
sector leader in tomato purée and fruit juices.

Several factories in our province are  involved 
in tomato (and other fruits and vegetables) 
processing with a total output capacity of 
1.056.546 tons of fresh tomatoes. The greater 
portion of the tomatoes is processed into tomato 
paste (including double- and triple-concentrate), 
followed by peeled whole tomatoes, chopped 
tomatoes and tomato purée.

Also noteworthy is a Company involved in the 
preservation of porcini mushrooms (Fungo di 
Borgotaro – IGP).
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FOOD INDUSTRY

Turnover in 2019: 300 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 283 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 300

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 7
no. of employees: 250

Export  in 2019: 36 mil. euros

Main Countries: France
 Germany
 United States
 United Kingdom
 Denmark

• Flour milling
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FOOD INDUSTRY

• Flour milling

Strictly connected with the production of 
bread and pasta and an integral part of 
the wheat production cycle is the milling 

industry which early in man’s history replaced hand 
grinding. Water-driven mills were first introduced 
during the age of ancient Rome, but their use only 
became widespread around the year 1000.

From that moment on, canals and flour mills 
became part of the normal landscape of cities and 
towns.
In 1861, Parma numbered 372 mills (three of which 
were windmills) employing about 900 millstones 
and over 600 employees. 

Through the end of the 1800s, there were scores 
of working water mills within the city walls,  but  
these  were  gradually  replaced  by  electrically-
powered  mills  and  stone grinding was replaced 
by cylinder grinding which was more sanitary and 
highly efficient.

Today, the milling industry in Parma has 7 mills 
with about 200 employees. Together, their productive 
capacity amounts to more than 8,500 quintals of 
flour per day.

Their output includes common wheat flour 
(used primarily in the production of bread, pizza, 
baked goods and in household consumption) and 
durum wheat flours, used almost exclusively in the 
production of pasta.
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FOOD INDUSTRY

Turnover in 2019: 50 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 40 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 200

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 8
no. of employees: 150

Export  in 2019: 14 mil. euros

Main Countries: Netherlands
 Belgium
 China
 Switzerland
 Japan

• Beverages: Mineral Water, 
Soft Drinks, Wines and 
Liqueurs
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FOOD INDUSTRY

• Beverages: Mineral Water, Soft Drinks, Wines and Liqueurs

Our territory’s rich heritage as a spa 
area with its curative salsobromoiodic, 
sulphuric and  sodium-bicarbonate 

waters (in Salsomaggiore, Tabiano, Monticelli, 
Sant’Andrea and other spas) has facilitated the 
development over time of significant business and 
commercial initiatives involving the extraction and 
bottling of mineral water.

In tandem with this activity there has also been a 
growth in the carbonated soft drink sector with an 
evolving market and advanced technologies. In the 
Parma area, there are also industrial enterprises 
involved in bottling equipment that produce more 
than 200 million bottles of mineral water and 
soft drinks per year.

Wine  production  has  also  experienced a  rise in 
its quality.  

In  the  province  of  Parma, Lambrusco, Fortana, 
Malvasia and  Sauvignon wines produced in its 
foothills and plains under the “Colli di Parma” 
trademark have been designated “DOC” wines 
and, despite the fact that they do not have the 
long-standing tradition of Italy’s great wines, their 
success continues to grow. There are a number 
of small - and medium - sized wineries that, with 
a constant improvement of their production and 
bottling facilities, produce these wines with low-
alcohol content, which prove to be very popular with the 
consumers.

By the same token, there is also a large-
scale company and a number of smaller enterprises 
involved in the production of liqueurs derived from 
the distillation of grape pods and processing 
of specific fruits (walnut, quince, citrus fruit and 
blackthorn).
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FOOD INDUSTRY

Turnover in 2019: 400 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 396 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 400

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 14
no. of employees: 250

Export  in 2019: 64 mil. euros

Main Countries: France
 Albania
 Germany
 Spain
 Switzerland

• Other food sectors
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FOOD INDUSTRY

• Other food sectors

A
mong the other food industries, a 
particularly important one is that of fish  
processing which in Parma involves 3 

industrial-sized companies in the processing of 
tuna, sardines, anchovies, mackerel and salmon. 
Especially in recent years, innovative products (such 
as low-sodium variants or target-oriented products) 
have joined the more traditional ones.

The animal feed sector is represented by 9 large 
companies plus a number of small-scale enterprises. 
This sector has taken on an essential role in animal 

husbandry because the quality and quantity of 
livestock production depend on it to best meet the 

needs of today’s food industry.
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MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

Turnover in 2019: 5,900 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 5,813 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 21,900

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 516
no. of employees: 17,300

Export  in 2019: 2,734 mil. euros

Main Countries: Germany
 France
 United States 
 China
 Spain
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MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

A
longside the food industry, the province’s 
most important industry is that of 
mechanical engineering.

Dominant in this sector is food processing and 
packaging machinery and equipment which, 
being decidedly larger than its counterparts in 
provinces of a similar or even greater size in 
terms of area and population, has become the most 
important area for food technology in Italy and one 
of the most important in Europe. A leading position 
that the companies which make up this sector 
have gained thanks to their extreme manufacturing 
flexibility, marked technological innovative capability 
and highly-trained work force.

Also very important because of their 

organizational and technological skills are the 

mechanics companies which, in the province 

of Parma, are involved in a wide array of state-

of-the-art processing and treatments, as well 

as manufacturing of technologically-advanced 

components and finished products. Since the 1970s, 

important firms in the automotive sector have been 

based in Parma and its outskirts.
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MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

• General Mechanics

Turnover in 2019: 2,900 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 2,952 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 11,500

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies:  290
no. of employees:  8,150

Export  in  2019: 1,172 mil. euros

Main Countries: Germany
 France
 United States
 Switzerland
 Poland
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MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

• General Mechanics

During the period immediately following 
Italian unification (1861), Parma had 19 
workshops and machine shops processing 

copper, pig iron and cast iron with a yearly capacity of 
thousands of pieces. With time and making the most 
of technological evolutions, mechanics companies 
in the province of Parma multiplied in number and 
in specialized processing techniques.

This sector is involved in a wide range of 
processing and treatments (including second 
casting, lathing, shearing, molding, zinc and chrome 
finishing and galvanic technology, drawing, grinding, 
carpentry, welding, etc.) as well as the production 
of mechanical and electronic components, tools, 
metal furniture, vans, measurement and flow 
instruments, mechanical and electrical machines 
and motors, transmission devices, elements and 

gears for automations, energy distribution boards, 
steel and metallic building elements,  electrical 
and optical equipment, heat- and cold-related 
technologies and materials and street and industrial 
cleaning equipment.

Within this sector are present two corporate nuclei 
of prime importance. One, which has undergone 
significant growth in recent years, produces 
mechanical pumps and blowers and the other 
designs, manufactures and installs elevators and 
service lifts. Both of these realities can rely on a 
significant international activity.
Steelworking, as well as the building and repairing 
of plants, is also developed. 
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MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

• Food Processing Equipment

Turnover in 2019: 2,700 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 2,584 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 9,600

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 212
no. of employees:  8,400

Export in 2019: 1,387 mil. euros

Main Countries: United States
 France
 China
 Germany
 Spain
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MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

• Food Processing Equipment

S ince  the  middle  of  the  19th  century,  
preservation  and  processing  of 
agricultural products has constituted 

a major part of the Parma area economy and 
represents the primary and most significant impulse 
to the mechanical industry.

During almost a century, from 1860 to 1939, 99 food 
processing factories were recorded in Parma and 
its province (the first such firm was established 
in our area in 1874); the Experimental Station for 
the Food Preserving Industry (known as SSICA, its 
Italian acronym) was founded in 1922 and is still 
active nowadays in researching technologies and 
in supporting firms in this sector. Year after year, 
food processing machinery for every production use 
(such as meat, vegetable, fish and milk processing) 
as well as for bottling and boxing foodstuffs, 
appeared along those machines treating tomatoes. 
In 1941 Parma hosted for the first time the Fiera 
nazionale delle Conserve, a fair which later evolved 
into the Cibus-TEC event.

It is no accident that it is here in Parma, which has 
become known as the sector capital thanks to the 
high-concentration of food and food engineering 
enterprises in the area, that the biennial trade fair of 
world food technology, Cibus TEC, is held.
From Parma, complete food  processing 
systems are set up and installed throughout 

the world, particularly for the mass production 
of canned tomatoes and sauces, vegetables in 
general, regular and exotic fruit, juices, preserves, 
beverages and canned meats and fish. Also very 
active are companies involved in the production of 
cooling systems, food and drink bottling equipment 
and packaging machinery in general.

The companies in this important sector in which 
research and development into new technological 
solutions for the processing of food products 
is extremely active and dynamic, are particularly 
involved in systems for the pasteurization and 
sterilization of milk, its storage and treatment, 
as well as in complete lines for the production of 
cheese and yogurt, continuous evaporators for the 
production of tomato juice and peeled, puréed and 
chopped tomatoes, concentrators, de-aerators, 
steam peelers, choppers, complete lines for the 
production of sauces and soups, complete lines 
for fruit processing, for the preparation, sterilization 
and bottling of beverages, washing and sorting and 
packaging lines, plant and equipment for pasta 
production and meat processing.
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MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

• Automotive sector

Turnover in 2019: 300 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 278 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 800

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies:  14
no. of employees: 750

Export  in 2019: 175 mil. euros

Main Countries: France
 Kuwait
 Germany
 United Kingdom
 Spain
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MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

• Automotive sector

F ully-fledged in the region (Emilia-
Romagna) where the most important 
Italian carmaker was born, the passion 

for the four wheels (and its related industry) 
goes way back in Parma. In 1907 the city had 
two garages and about 50 vehicles scoured 
its roads; during the following decades, car 
devotees had a hand in organizing runs, such 
as the Parma- Poggio, whose first edition 
dates back to 1913, then suspended in 1955. 
In the 1970s (when also a car manufacturer 
from Parma, currently keen on sports cars, 
was born), both motor-related events and 
their fans grew significantly. During the 
1980s, the Rally del Taro was set up and it is 
currently still held in its international venue. 
The fondness Parma has for motors has been a 
significant springboard for carmaking since its 
inception.

Particularly important in our province is the 
presence, since more than 30 years, of an 
important car manufacturer specializing in sports 
cars running in different categories and circuits. 

The “products” of this firm have won single runs, 
championships and prizes all over the world, 
allowing their maker to become widely known and 
appreciated and to strike deals and partnership with 
some of the most important realities worldwide. 
The automotive sector, historically based in 
Parma since its inception, is now present in the 
area mostly through small- and medium-sized 
enterprises  producing engines, vehicles and 
related components, exported all over the world. 
Several firms operating in this sector produce 
diagnostics tools and apparels, both integrated 
(tachometers, LEDs, indicators and the like) and 
fixed (tuning desks for engines and brakes). Others 
still are specialized in producing and testing 
engine-specific equipment such as spark plugs, 
valves, solenoids and the like.

Firms’ products in the field number also innovative 
plastic polymers, fireproof cables to be fit in several 
kinds of vehicles, as well as rubber tires that can be 
build and set up according to clients’ wishes. 
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CHEMICALS

Turnover in 2019: 1,750 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 1,682 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 3,600

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies:  25
no. of employees: 3,400

Export  in 2019: 1,548 mil. euros

Main Countries: United Kingdom
 Germany 
 United States
 France
 China
 

Chemicals, Pharmaceuticals, 
Cosmetics and Petroleum
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CHEMICALS

Chemicals, Pharmaceuticals, Cosmetics and Petroleum

T he first duly recorded oil extraction in 
Italy happened in the Parma area and 
dates back to 1860, when Achille Donzelli 

dug two wells in the town of Ozzano Taro. Then, 
Marquis Guido della Rosa dug another well in 
the same year, reaching a depth of 38 meters. 
Concerning the chemical sector, in 1861 
Parma and its area numbered 38 factories 
(mostly tanneries, dyeworks and soap 
factories; there were also many inkmakers). 
In 1920, the Montecatini firm (one of the most 
important Italian chemical companies at the time) 
established two factories in the Parma area, mainly 
to produce fertilizers and additives. 
One of its traditional industries, Parma’s perfume 
industry has long been known for its “Violetta di 
Parma” perfume, championed by the Duchess 
Maria Luigia who, loving he scent of violets, ordered 
it to be distilled. The process was patented in 1870 
by “Commendatore” Borsari, thus marking the start 
of mass production of this “granducal” perfume.

The chemical sector is represented by companies 
involved in special hydrocarbon processing. Among 
these is a medium-large company which has 
been active in the storage and distribution of 
liquid gas for the last 50 years, providing energy 
services that range, among others, from domestic 
to industrial, agricultural and transport use. This 
modern, dynamic company is in the top three in 
Italy for size, sales volume and services offered. 
Our territory is also home to several industries 
producing paints, glues and varieties of mortar. 

Today, Parma’s perfume industry is well-known 
for a vast range of fragrances, essences, scents, 
colognes and other cosmetic products. In them, 
ancient traditions and new technologies are merged 
to produce good cosmetics. In this particular sector 
shines a firm present in several countries and whose 
products are found in thousands of beauty salons 
and farms. 

 The pharmaceutical sector includes one of most 
important companies in Europe, founded 70 years 
ago and specialized in research, development 
and sales of specific therapeutic products for the 
breathing apparatus and with branch offices in 
several countries throughout the world. In recent 
years, this company has been the best in Italy 
concerning R&D investments (also by building an 
important research center in our area), taking out 
several patents as well.

The province of Parma is also home to one of 
the two largest pharmaceutical factories in Italy 
belonging to one of the world’s top pharmaceutical 
companies, a leader not only in research but also 
virtually all therapeutic areas in which it is involved. 
A large share of the 87 million pharmaceutical 
confections (mostly vaccines and new medicines) 
manufactured in Italy by this company is produced in 
their factory in Parma.
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GLASS

Turnover in 2019: 600 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 702 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 2,600

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 25
no. of employees 2,300

Export in 2019: 366 mil. euros

Main Countries: France
 Germany
 Spain
 United States
 United Kingdom

Non-Metallic Minerals and Glass 
Working
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GLASS

Non-Metallic Minerals and Glass Working

O n 11 July, 1759 Du Tillot founded the “Reale 
fabbrica delle Maioliche e dei Vetri” (Royal 
Ceramics and Glassworks), marking the 

beginnings of the glass industry in the city. During 
the mid-1800s, following a number of changes of 
ownership, the factory was acquired by the Bormioli 
family which ran it as an artisan activity producing 
bottles for perfume and pharmaceutical products, 
goblets, vases, tableware and writing materials.

Around the year 1929 the company began a 
systematic program of technological renovation 
that allowed it to shift from handcrafting, then to 
semi-automated and finally to fully automated 
production.

Today the Bormioli glassworks, which has undergone 
several changes in its corporate structure in recent 
years, remains a leading company in both domestic 
and international markets. Parma is a leading 
center in the production of glass, with two major 
companies involved in its production and one active 
in glass decoration.
The range of products is varied and includes 

containers, glasses, fine bottles, decorated 
glassware and other products as well as plate glass. 
In particular, a firm produces vials and bottles for 
use in the pharmaceutical, chemical, cosmetics and 
food sectors. Another enterprise, which is medium in 
size, is specialized in creating and decorating glass 
items (glasses, ash-trays, boxes, etc.)

The sector also includes several companies involved 
in the industrial production of bricks and tiles, clay 
and pre-fab concrete items(steps, floors, walls, 
tiles and other such elements, both for houses and 
outdoors).
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RUBBER AND PLASTICS

Turnover in 2019: 700 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 695 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 2,000

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 45
no. of employees: 1,800

Export in 2019: 185 mil. euros

Main Countries: France 
 Germany 
 Spain
 Poland
 Netherlands

Rubber and Plastics
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RUBBER AND PLASTICS

Rubber and Plastics

P lastics and rubber are chemistry-
generated materials, even if rubber latex 
was brought from the New World by 

Christopher Columbus himself. Its first industrial 
applications, and the related chemical processes, 
date back to the end of the XIXth Century. The first 
plastics arose in the same period; in the beginning, 
they were processed from natural materials; later 
they have more and more come from synthetic 
polymers.

In Parma and its environs, the activities connected 
with the plastics and rubber sector began during the 
1960s.

This sector, which has enjoyed a period of growth in 
recent years, includes leading companies involved 
in the production of containers in fiberglass-
reinforced plastics, polyvinyl laminates, foam 

polystyrene containers and packaging, trucks body 
and refrigerator shells. Researching and developing 
new technologies and polymeric compounds is a 
staple for these companies.

Very important in the plastics sector is a medium-
sized company active in manufacturing disposable 
tableware, whose production amounts to several 
billion pieces distributed by its branch offices in 
leading countries in Europe and throughout the 
world.

All companies involved in the plastics sector in the 

province are committed to a quality approach as seen 

in their production of non-toxic, 100% recyclable 
materials that respect the environment.
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TEXTILES

Turnover in 2019: 500 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 497 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 2,500

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 36
no. of employees: 2,000

Export in 2019: 333 mil. euros

Main Countries: France
 Germany
 Hong Kong
 Spain
 United Kingdom

Textiles, Clothing and Footwear
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TEXTILES

Textile, Clothing and Footwear

I t is perhaps this sector, more than any other, 
that bears unequivocal testimony to how over 
the centuries the populace of the Parma 

region (always in search of cultural ties with those 
areas that would become Europe’s leading areas) 
has created its own style, tastes and decidedly 
unique orientation that is not only rich in history 
but also oriented towards new horizons. A way of 
being in which the best is to be striven for and beauty 
is a point of reference.

Within this tradition, Parma’s entrepreneurs have 
been successful and continue to be successful in 
creating a unique style in the patterns, forms and 
color combinations in fashions that are the natural 
continuation of Parma’s significant centuries-old 
genius  and artistic tradition.

This sector is comprised primarily of small industrial 
and artisan enterprises suited to the high quality 
of products requiring special care and attention to 
detail.
Part of this sector is, however, a medium-large 
company that is one of the best known in the world 

for men’s wear – a symbol of elegance, style 
and innovation, which allowed this company to 
number among its customers some of the leading 
labels in fashion for men, all the while establishing 
and managing a network of international shops. 
Concerning women’s fashion, two medium-sized 
companies appear noteworthy; they manufacture 
clothes, shoes and accessories (made of leather as 
well) and can rely on a significant network of shops 
worldwide.

The main areas in which this sector is involved 
include men and women wear, shirts, sweaters, 
furs and leather garments, footwear, 
handbags and belts. Parma- made products can 
be seen in leading fashion shows in Italy and abroad 
and the sector’s activity is promoted by the “Parma 
Couture” consortium.
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WOOD

Turnover in 2019: 200 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 236 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 1,200

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 27
no. of employees 600

Export in 2019: 66 mil. euros

Main Countries: France
 Germany
 Slovenia
 Australia
 Netherlands

Woodworking and furniture 
industry
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WOOD

Woodworking and furniture industry

Artisanal production of furniture in the 
Parma area flourished in the 1700s during 
the period in which the noble and ruling 

class in this small duchy took its place among 
European nations, absorbing their innovations, 
ideas, tastes and trends. The first survey carried 
out in the newly-united Italy (1861-1864) recorded 
33 woodworking companies, whose furniture was 
“well sought-after because of its sturdiness and 
durability”

Later, and  especially following the Second World 
War, this long-standing, prestigious tradition was 
revived,  u n t i l  i t  put the companies involved in 
the top ranks on a European level with quality 
production of cabinets and lacquered wardrobes, 
living room suites and other furnishings. Recent 
years have also seen the addition of modular kitchen 
units.

The companies in this sector produce high-quality 
lacquered wardrobes, living room suites and 
furnishings, door and window frames, as well as 
wooden packaging boxes.
Our area hosts also companies processing cork oaks 
(producing corks, grains and insulating materials).
Among the realities active in this sector there is 
also a company building and enhancing wooden 
panels for both facilities and vehicles.
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PAPER AND PAPER PRODUCTS

Turnover in 2019: 300 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 329 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 800

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 18
no. of employees: 700

Export in 2019: 23 mil. euros

Main Countries: France
 Tunisia
 Luxembourg
 Switzerland
 Germany

Paper and Paper Products 
Industry
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PAPER AND PAPER PRODUCTS

Paper and Paper Products Industry

I n  the past, during the period of the Duchy 
associated with the production of quality 
printing paper (the renowned “cartoncino 

Parma”, a unique variant of pasteboard), today’s 
paper and paper product manufacturers are involved 
in a wide range of products, employing, since their 
beginnings, a significant (and constantly renewing) 
high technology rate.

The final products of this sector’s industries 
range from the manufacture and design of 
paper products, including packaging materials 
of all sizes, blister packs for components up to 
packaging for machinery and system units, as well 

as boxes and pouches, die-cut packages, binders 
and stands and many other products, all to high-
quality specifications. The world leader company in 
cardboard cases hails from Parma.

Paper-producing companies are involved primarily 
in the production of office paper, home and health-
related paper products, as well as manufacturing 
labels, envelopes and bags.
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PRINTING AND PUBLISHING

Turnover in 2019: 50 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 54 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 500

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 16
no. of employees 200

Exports 2019 : 1 mil. euros

Main Countries: Germany

Printing and publishing industry
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PRINTING AND PUBLISHING 

Printing and publishing industry

T his sector’s activity hearkens back to the 
typographical heyday of the school of Bodoni. 
In fact, the typeface he created remains to 

this day one of the most legible, elegant and well-
proportioned of all time. In addition, Parma also 
lays claim to the oldest newspaper in Italy.

The area’s printing activity includes advertising and 
marketing publications, flyers, brochures, business 
cards, texts, annual reports, budgets programmes, 
catalogues, forms and so on.

Publishing  in  Parma  encompasses  a  vast  range  
of  publications sporting very  high  quality and  
focusing on fine arts, literature, history, newspapers 
as well as on magazines and highly specialized 

technical publications.
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CONSTRUCTION

Construction and building 
industry

Turnover in 2019: 2,200 mil. euros (est.) 
Turnover in 2018: 2,232 mil. euros

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 12,100

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 174
no. of employees: 4,900
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CONSTRUCTION

Construction and building industry

E ven since the times of the enlightened 
fellowship between the Prime Minister 
Du Tillot and the “prime architect” Petitot 

during Philip of Bourbon’s Duchy (1748-1768), 
construction in Parma shone through the planning 
and building of public works.

In 1806 the current Ospedale Maggiore undertook 
a major rebuilding. In 1821, Duchess Maria Luigia 
commissioned to Court architect Nicola Bettoli the 
building of the exceedingly famous Teatro Regio, 
completed eight years later.

In 1893 Giovanni Mariotti, a well-known Mayor of 
Parma began work on the Oltretorrente ward. It will 
be completed in 1913. Between 1920 and 1940 the 
seats of the Magistero per il Po (the Authorithy for 
the management of the Po river) and of the Banca 
Nazionale del Lavoro, an important Italian bank, 
were completed.

From the 1990s onwards, city planning and 
construction have not followed an overall plan, 
rather focusing on specific areas, on a case-by-
case basis. The one true exception to that is the new 
University Campus.

This sector is composed primarily by several small-
scale industrial and artisanal enterprises. However, 
there is also a significant share of companies 
specialized in large-scale public works projects 
that are active both in Italy and abroad. A number 
of these have several hundred employees and are 
among the largest in Italy in terms of business 
volume.

Among these are three of the most important 
and qualified companies in both Italy and Europe 
which have established their reputations in large 
projects (for both government and private sector 
customers) within, among others, the energy, 
road, waterway, airport and rail sectors. Over the 
last decades, they have also developed significant 
activity abroad through the completion of energy-
related infrastructure projects.

Alongside its construction sector, in recent years 
one of these three companies has also developed 
a division dedicated to construction-related 
industrial production that has become the Italian 

leader in terms of output volume.
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Services INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

LOGISTICS AND PRODUCTION
RELATED SERVICES

PRIVATE HEALTHCARE
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

Information and Communication 
Technology services

Employees (L.U.) 2017: 4,200

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 64
no. of employees: 2,700
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

Information and Communication Technology services

ICT in the Parma area grew as the sector 
acquired importance. Its first steps date back 
to 1952, when the Accounting Center for the 

Banca Commerciale Italiana, an important Italian  
bank, was set up.

From the beginning of the 1960s to the 1980s, 
accounting and data processing centers (especially 
supporting bank and their activities) made up the 
bulk of the ICT activities in our area; later, between 
the 1980s and the 1990s, often after previous 
experiences in the field, smaller firms have sprung 
up, focusing their activity on researching and 
developing specific programs.

Such software houses mostly centered their activity 
on providing highly specific and specialized solutions 
to the most important productive realities of our 
area, most of all in the agrifood and food processing 
equipment sectors.

 There are several dozen companies active in this 
sector (usually small or medium in size) providing 
high added value. 

The adaptability of their offer to specific wishes 
and needs is one of their strong suits; the will to 
provide their customers with tailored solutions 
is present in their development and production 
of systems, programs and specific ICT tools 
based on their customers’ needs and wishes. 
Their primary activity involves designing corporate-
specific software, service providing, data security, 
projecting and implementing a wide range 
of internet services, sites and portals, data  
communications and multimedia  services, including 
promotion, marketing, company budgeting, finance 
and treasury programs. Technical assistance and 
training is readily available from these firms, for 
both company and private citizens.

The good tradition and deep experience in this sector 
often bring up good results; the world leader in 
mobile phone contents is a company hailing from 
Parma.  
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LOGISTICS AND PRODUCTION-RELATED SERVICES

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 27,000

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies: 357
no. of employees: 17,500

Logistic services and 
production-related services
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LOGISTICS AND PRODUCTION-RELATED SERVICES

Logistic services and production-related services

F rom the keen insights of its founder who, 
in the early part of the last century had the 
idea of providing those involved in food 

production and perishable products a transport 
network throughout Italy that would deliver these 
products in the shortest amount of time possible 
while retaining their full freshness, a major shipping 
company was born in Parma. Today, thanks to an 
articulated network of temperature-controlled hubs 
and a vast fleet of refrigerator trucks, this company 
has become a leader in product shipping, storing 
and distribution under constant temperature control. 
From transport, other activities have branched out, 
together building up the “logistics” sector.

Speaking of logistics, totaling about 8,000 
employees overall, one cannot overlook the 
CEPIM (the Italian acronym of the Aemilian Padan 
Entreport) which moves an average of 50,000 unit 
loads per year, using 1,500 employees and relying on 
600 thousand square meters of covered areas. Our 
province also hosts a so-called “cold city”.

It has 300 thousand square metres at its disposal to 
store, manage and label frozen foodstuff and can 
accommodate over 940,000 cubic meters of goods, 
supervised by one hundred employees.

Another important reality is that of road haulage; 
this sector is mostly made up of 70 companies of 
significant caliber and about 2,000 employees

overall.

Another important activity, given the number of 
people that it employs (4,000), is that of cleaning 
services. There are approximately 200 of these, 
most of which are very small, family-run businesses, 
but there are also ten or so large-scale companies.

These companies provide services to businesses, 
public offices, institutions, health care structures 
and schools.

Another important branch of activity is that 
of business consulting. Among the services 
offered by these consulting firms (numerous and 
mostly small in size) are those related to business 
strategy, management, the environment, research, 
marketing, economic/finance, personnel, corporate 
structure, etc.

Of special note is a medium-sized company that 
provides a highly specialized, technologically 
advanced service in the field of aerial territory 
mapping.
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PRIVATE HEALTHCARE

Private healthcare services

Employees (L.U.) in 2017: 4,300

Companies (L.U.) with over 10 emp. in 2017:
no. of companies 15
no. of employees: 900
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PRIVATE HEALTHCARE

Private healthcare services

E ven since 1201, the year in which an 
‘ante litteram’ hospital was established 
by a Teutonic Knight  named Rudolph 

Tanz, then Latinized to Rodolfo Tanzi, healthcare 
structures had a great importance for Parma and 
its province, as was important the “Almo Collegio 
Medico Parmense”, a medical college whose charter 
dates back to 1440.

The Duchy era (from 1760 to 1846) concurred with the 
maximum prestige of the Scuola Medica Parmense, 
a medical school. And one should not forget the spas 
(which were famous since the XIX century) whose 
curative waters are the most complete in Europe 
because of the variety of their healing effects.

Healthcare in Parma and its province 
(especially the one provided by private facilities)  
has always been singled out for the high quality of 
its services and personnel used in tackling, healing 
and recovering from illnesses and, more recently, 
from permanent damages, induced disabilities as
well as in tackling degenerative ills.

Nowadays, several private care clinics and 
facilities placed in Parma and its province are able 
to provide important tools for healing and recovery 
from illnesses and damages.

The majority of these facilities are tailored on the 
needs of elder people, but some hospitals and 
private healing centers are specialized in recovery, 
particularly concerning physiotherapy; nevertheless 
psychiatric and neurological support and recovery 
are provided as well. Specific clinical analyses are 
also carried out.

Rehabilitation is another specific focus for many of 
these structures.

Our territory does also host some healing centers 
active in research and training for personnel and 
operators in this sector, by means of seminars and 
courses dedicated to specific research areas or 
medical branches.

In addition to, and on the behalf of, these clinics 
and centers are a number of laboratories, mostly 
small-sized, specializing in several kinds of clinical 
and radiological tests.
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